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ORIGINATE NATURAL BUILDING MATERIALS SHOWROOM

By Diane Daly

Malasha Winnik, owner of Originate Matural Budding
Matarials Showroom, has never been a stulf buff. Right
yiars ago she was o just a freckle-faced community activ.
ik in tha Dunbar Sprng neighberhood, who understosd
that living sustainably was about “interconneciedness.”

Then she saw a conneclion that was shorl. 'Well-built
homes are crucial parts of communities. yet even wich &
short time ago, natursl building materialy in Tucson were
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only consdered & markel “lor people in Bifkenslocks,
and vegotariane” she remembare. With her background
in archilecture, she decided ihe could add natural build-
ing companents mie the big pickure of eco-living in Tue-
son. That was the origin of Originate. "Originate focuses
on nalural design fniahes because | s&w thal peece as
impartant, and | didnt see anpone el supplying thowe
things,” she says. 5611, “the community activist part i the
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part I'm more passlonate aboul "

HMatasha is notable now not anly for her foresight—
Gresn huiHIﬁg is one part of the hﬂd?ﬂ' irldl,lﬂl"f that
i growing righl now=bul alse for the bulding she chase
for har sore, She bought the warshouse at 536 M. gth
e, ane of many buildings the &rizona Depariment of

continued on page 25
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EcoBLUE
By Déane Daly

ha shop windows of the new EcoBilue headquariers on Sth
and Broadway are emply escepl for one plece of furniture
& table and chairs made of what looks like white porca-
lain and gleaming chrome. wilth all the lesh cwurvabure
you'll ind in a urinal

Was that an indelicale choice of words? Mot if you're in the uri-
nal business. EcoBlue Brik st up shop in our desert to markel the
Cubse, describad on their websits a5 "a small dissolvable urinal
biock capable of very simply conserting standard urinals to highty
waler-afficient, adorfres devices.” The mathoed s ingenlous. Your
fypical urinal gets coated snd clogged with stinky pathogens un-
less it’s flushed Frequently and cleansd with harmful chemicals
But put the Cube in there and those pathogens are enrymati-
cally dissalved, thanks to the pleasantly-scented barrer created
by the Cube's beams of migrating. friendly bacteria, Mot frisndly
like, “Hello Appondage, ['m jumging onl” but Friendly as in not
harmbu bo your body or the environmant.

The cube is EcoBlues primary markeled product, but watber
cormervalion it Uheir Business, Owsner Damian Cox ran & Financial
Planning Brm in Australia until be had “sn epiphany”™ in July 2004,
whan a cliant di:appa-&rrl-n-d iru bha return rate of her 401K declared,
“I'm not happy!™ Sitking al & bare table in Lhe EcoBlue office as the
sun shone in, Cox, an energetic fellow in his 308, told me. “Whils she
was on the phong with ma | began thinking sbaul the world, and how
maosl of them have no idos what & 401K plan s And then | didn't care
about her 400K plan aither. | had o do something sustainatle for the planet™

&fter a longthy process obtaining a visa, he and partner Carly Lang-
man moved bo the US to market the EcoBlue Cube, and it was Arls
zona they found the mast receptive to the Cube, Mow they rent
a house a few blocks away From their downbown shop, and walk

to wark,

Within & few months, the EcoBlue shop franl will be a "Wa-
ter EMficiancy Showeaie,” Cox says, featuring products that
could 38l tha har way ahsad when it cames to conservalion

ir this country. Among EcoBlue's innovalions is a spray nnse

walve that uses 75 gallons per minube, when even the stan-

dard low-water-use model uses more than bwice that much,
and & faucet serator that uses Sagpm when the standard
efficient model uses LSgpm.

Cox says ha brought tha Cube to tha US bocauso “ow
erything thal happens in the US eventually happens in
Australia.” But that trend could b reversed when ik comes
bo waber use. Australis is in the midst of the worsk drought
in & thousand yoars, which has had devastating effects on
Farmars. and has opened everyone’s ayes 1o the precious-

ness of waler a1 8 resource. “The opportunily that people

in Arizona have & to be ahead of the curve and act before a
crzis comes down on them,” Cox LT “Which ik will®

Help dissolve the EcoBlue Cube in uninols o Hotel Con-

gress, Barria Food and Drink, the Historie ¥ and Pima Comma
ity College Downtown, ar purchaie your own Cubo af ecoblne-
cuha.com,
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